uilty of child sex crimes

Wy S

- MELBOURNE: Vatican treasurer
Cardinal George Pell has been
found guilty on five charges of child
sexual abuse committed more than
“two decades ago against 13-year-old
‘boys in Australia — the most senior
~ Catholic cleric to be convicted of
child sex offences. :

The guilty verdict was made pub-
lic yesterday following the lifting of
~a court suppression order on Rell’
.- 2018 trial, after a second abuse case
© against him was dropped by the
.~ prosecution.

-~ The downfall of ‘the Vatlcans
No. 3 official brings to the heart of
the papal administration a scandal
_over clerical abuse that has ravaged
" the church’s credibility in the United
- States, Chile, Australia and ‘else-

- where over the last three decades. Convicted:
A jury in the County Court of Pell leaving -
Victoria in Melbourne found Pell the County:

- guilty on Dec 11 last year followmg Courtin
_afour-week trial. Melbourne,

He was convicted of ﬁve sexual
. offences committed ~against the

Australia.
=T

e man who was a school boy
when abused, described how Pell
my - had exposed himself to the two
: e Vat1can to ﬂght the boys, fondled their genitals and
- charg , Was not ca]led to the stand masturbated and forced one boy to
: ; , . perform asex act on him.
~ Pellis due to return to courttoday ~ Instead, the Jjury was shown in ““Like many survivors I have
uld - for the s rtof h1 ,ent“‘cm - } Jopen court a video recording of an experienced - shame, loneliness,
: ~ ‘interview Australian police held .depressmn and struggle. Like many
with Pell in Rome in October 2016, survivors it has taken me years to
_in which he strenuously denled the_ ~ understand the impact upon my

allegations. : = life,” Pell’s victim said through his
~ The jury was also shown a 'deo - sohc1tor Vivian Waller.
_recording of the surviving Vlctlm’ - “The process has been stressful
tesnmony behind closed doors. . and it is not over yet. I need space

_The testimony was later outlmed and time to cope with the ongoing
in open court by the prosecuﬂon : ~cr1mma1 process.” — Reuters
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